
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



369 

MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 1861. 
John Francis "Waller, LL. D., in the Chair. 

Lord Viscount Monck, Henry Cusack, Esq., Richard H. Frith, Esq., 
C. E., Rawdon Macnamara, M. D., Alexander Mae Ilveen, Esq., James 
Moore, M. D., and Sir Thomas "Wyse, K. C. B., were elected Members 
of the Academy. 

On the recommendation of the Council, it was 

Resolved — That the samples of wood from Canada, and the osteo- 
logical specimens now in the Museum of the Academy, be deposited with 
the Eoyal Dublin Society, under similar regulations to those required 
by the Society in the deposit of their antiquities with the Academy. 

Dr. "Wilde exhibited and described the gold lunette ornaments in 
the Museum of the Academy. 

"W. H. Hardinge, Esq., in the absence of the Rev. Dr. Reeves, read 
a communication from Charles Mac Donnell, Esq. 

On a manuscript of the tract intituled — " Tipictjs ac Tropologictts 
Jestj Christi Genealogije Intellectus qtjem Sancttjs Aileranits 

ScOTTORtTM SaPIENTISSISHTS EXPOST7IT," PRESERVED IN THE IMPERIAL 

Library at Vienna. 

In the Imperial Library, at Vienna,* there is a valuable vellum ma- 
nuscript, intitled " Sedulii Juuioris Scoti Catena, sive Collectanea ex 
Patrum sententiis et dictis in Evangelium S. Mathaei." This once po- 
pular work on the Gospel of St. Matthew is by our fellow-countryman, 
Sedulius, that is, Siedhuil, or Shiel. Denis, in his Catalogue,! sa y s that 
this manuscript is as old as the tenth century. It now consists of 157 
folia, of large quarto form, written in a fair and uniform hand, in two 
columns, with red initial letters. 

It contains a complete copy of the Commentary of St. Aileran, a 
writer of the seventh century, on the Genealogy of our Lord, according 
to St. Matthew. In Fleming's posthumously published " Collectanea 
Sacra," J the tract was first printed, from a St. Gall MS., at Louvain, in 
1667; but, as he says in his preface, "proh dolor/ imperfectum." It 
was copied thence into the " Bibliotheca Patrum" of De la Bigne.§ 
The copy in this Vienna manuscript has thirty-six lines to the end, from 
the place where Fleming's exemplar breaks off. 

There are very great variations between the text in Fleming and that 
in this manuscript ; and it is evident, on a comparison of the two, that 



* Cod. Membr. Theol., cix. (nunc vi., c. i.). 

t Cod. MSS. Theol. Bibl. Imp. Vindobon., vol. i., p. 29*. 

t Preface, p. 182; text, pp. 185-192. 

§ Max. Bibl. Patr., torn, xii., fol 37, Lugduni, 1677. 
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the St. Gall manuscript was considerably fuller than ours. I leave it to 
better critics to decide 'which is the more genuine text of this work of 
the " sagest of the Scots." 

Among the most venerable writers of the Irish Church, St. Aileran, 
regent of the great school of Clonard, in the seventh century, has always 
been reckoned. Our domestic writers, and foreigners as well, have 
known him by the name of " Aileranus Sapiens," and " Aileranus Scot- 
torum Sapientissimus." His death is recorded, in the Annals of Ulster, 
on the 29th of December, 664, which corresponds both with our earliest 
martyrology — that of St. ^JEngus Ceile-de — and with that of Suben 
(ilartyrologium Subense) in Bavaria.* The former notes his feast on 
the 29th of December, in his metrical martyrology, thus — 

La hdiperian inbecnai, 
' "With Aireran the "Wise.'t 

The latter concordantly sets down — " iv. Kal. Januarii, In Hibemia 
S. Arerani, Confessoris." 

He wrote the Gesta of St. Patrick, a Life of St. Brigid, and is said 
to have been the author of a life of his contemporary, St. Fechin of Fore, 
whom he survived for about a year. "We may conclude from TJssher, \ 
that these works were no longer to be found in his day ; and the only 
part of the writings that are known to us, of him to whom early ages 
gave the title of the " Sagest of the Scots," in days when it was our 
country's lot to be foremost in ecclesiastical learning in Northern Eu- 
rope, is that short but marvellous fragment on the genealogy of our 
blessed Saviour, of which the two copies which I have mentioned are 
all that remain. 

The following is the concluding portion, the want of which Fleming 
deplored, but which is fortunately preserved in the Vienna manuscript. § 
He ends with " et illic resuscitati in sancto et spiritali vivamus corpore. 
In Azor, ut adjuvante Domino," where the perfect copy continues the 
exposition in the words now, for the first time, made public. 

In Azor, ut adjuvante domino aereaa potestates devincamus atque in 



* Now in Austria, on the east bank of the Inn, south of Passau. It was a monas- 
tery of Regular Canons of St. Augustin. See " Monumenta Boica," vol. iv., p. 513. 

t The Mart. Taml has simply Gilenan at this day. Marian Gorman has Qile- 
nan, with the note peplegrnn Cluana hepainb, "Lector of Clonard." This is 
copied into the Martyrology of Donegal, with the change of the name to 6pecrpcm. 
Another Giperjan is commemorated at Aug. 11, in the Irish Calendars; but he was of 
Ceach Gipepavn, or Tyfarnham, in Westmeath, and of a later date, inasmuch as he 
was successor to Maelruain at Tamhlacht. 

+ Primordia, p. 996 ; or Brit. Ecc. Ant, cap. 17, Works, vol. vi., p. 5S8. Ussber 
seems to have known of this, or a similar MS. ; for, treating of the author, he writes : — 
" Cujus ingenii unicum, atque illud perexiguum, monimentum adhuc habemus reliquum : 
Sedulii junioris collectanco in Matthamm insertum, atque ita pranotatum : Incipit typi- 
cus ac tropologicus genealogia? Christi intellect us : quern sanctus Aileranus Scottorum 
sapientissimus exposuit." A similar notice appears in Ware's Irish Writers. 

§ Fol. 9 a, col. 1, to9i, coL 1. 
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deo solo eonfidentes cum psalmista dicaraus, Auxilium meum a domino 
qui fecit caelum et terram. 

In Sadoc, ut justificemur ab eo qui justificat impium. 

In Achim, ut fratres Christi existamus qui, inquit, fecerit volunta- 
tem patris mei ipse est meus frater et mater et soror. 

In Eliud, ut nullum alium preter unum habeamus Deum, cujus 
dono dii fieri promereamus. Ego, inquit, dixi dii estis et filii excelsi. 

In Eliazar, ut eonfidentes dicamus adjuva nos Deus salutaris noster, 
quod est dicere Jesu noster. Nam qui confidit in Domino s. m. s. n. c. i. 
seternum. 

In Mathan, ut multiplicibus sancti Spiritus donis no3 ditemur. 

In Jacob, ut rectores tenebrarum barum, et principem potestatis 
hujus aeris, ipsam etiam carnem cum vitiis et coneupiscentiis ejus in vir- 
tute domini per anna justitise a dextris et a senistris supplantemus. 

In Joseph, ut si exterior homo noster corrumpatur de die tamen in 
diem interior renovetur et spiritalium incrementorum profectibus au- 
geatur, donee de unoquoque nostrorum spiritaliter dici possit Alius ac- 
crescens. Crescamus itaque in caritate donee occurramus omnes in virum 
perfectum, in mensuram aetatis plenitudinis Christi, quatenus de virtute 
in virtutem transeuntes, ac de timore Dei, qui est initium sapientiae, per 
gradus ■ perfections ad caritatem quae totius praecepti finis est ascen- 
dentes, Deum deorum in Sion contemplari feliciter mereamur. 

Illud postremo sciendum est quod hanc Salvatoris nostri genealogiam 
quatuor species attingunt quae sunt Figura, Profetia, Demonstratio, 
Convenientia. Figura, ut liber generationis Adse hie est. Profetia, ut 
in capite libri scriptum est de me. Demonstratio, ut est illud, Yidi 
librum signatum. Convenientia vero est, quod ejusdem genealpgiae spi- 
ritalis interpretatio juxta medicinales lineas morales ceu praediximus in- 
telligentiae cunctis credentibus et electis in domino conveniat. 

"W. H. Habdinge, Esq., in the absence of Dr. Reeves, also read the 
following — 

Notice of some of the lives which seem to have been beady, on in 

PBEPABATION, FOB THE CONTINUATION OF THE " ACTA SaNCIOBTTM Hl- 

beenije," at the death ofColgan. By Charles Mac Donneix, Esq. 

I copied the following list of biographies of our Irish saints from a 
catalogue of the MSS. and printed books found, after Colgan's death, in 
his room in the Convent of St. Anthony of Padua, Louvain. There are 
in Borne, in the muniment-room of the Irish Franciscan Convent of St. 
Isidore, several coeval copies of catalogues of what was found on that 
occasion in the poor cell of our venerable hagiographer. They do not 
all contain this list of Saints' lives at length; and there are slight diffe- 
rences between them otherwise, which induce me to believe they were 
drawn up by different members of the community, deputed, perhaps 
separately, to examine what Colgan had left behind him. 



